If There Was a Second Gunman . . . 


H OW MANY guns were in the 
kitchen pantry of the Ambassador 
Hotel on the night Robert Ken- 
nedy was murdered? Apparently, little con- 
certed effort was expended by the Los An- 
geles Police Department to determine 
whether concealed weapons may have been 
present. In fact, there seems to have been 
minimal interest displayed in even uncon- 
cealed weapons, as illustrated by the treat- 
ment of Thane Eugene Cesar, an armed pri- 
vate security guard who was standing to the 
right rear of Kennedy when Sirhan Sirhan 
opened fire. “I was there holding his [Ken- 
nedy's] arm when they shot him,** he told a 
radio reporter shortly after the shooting. In 
the famous, terrible photographs of RFK ly- 
ing face-up on the floor, one can see Cesar's 
clip-on tie next to the senator. 

Cesar was interviewed at the LAPD's 
Rampart Station on the morning of the 
shooting and readily acknowledged that he 
had been walking next to Kennedy when the 
shooting began. Yet his gun was never 
booked as evidence, and there is no record 
that it was even examined. No detailed in- 
vestigation of Cesar or his background was 
ever performed by the LAPD. 

During official interviews, Cesar has con- 
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tradicted himself in various respects, but ad- 
mits to having drawn his gun in the pantry, 
a fact confirmed by several witnesses. The 
gun he was carrying, he states, was a .38. 
At about that time, Cesar also owned a .22 
Harrington & Richardson revolver. In 1971, 
he told LAPD investigators that he had sold 
his H&R 9-shot prior to the assasination. In 
a further conversation with me, he said that 
he had been mistaken when he told police 
he'd sold the gun prior to June 5, 1968. 

I n 1987, 1 located Cesar and interviewed 
him extensively. Agreeing to speak on 
the record, he conceded he'd once been 
a George Wallace supporter, hostile to the 
Kennedys and their politics. But when asked 
whether he could have fired his gun either 
accidently or defensively on the night of the 
shooting, he insists it could not have hap- 
pened. He has no known criminal record and 
does not appear to have prospered in any 
suspicious manner since the assassination. 
He later consented to a polygraph test on 
these matters; the examiner reported no in- 


dication of deception. Cesar states that his 
presence in the pantry would never have be- 
come an issue if not for his voluntary deci- 
sion on the morning of the shooting to talk 
to the police. 

Kennedy’s crowd control aides, Rafer 
Johnson and Roosevelt Grier, were neither 
armed nor present in the pantry when the 
shooting began. The senator’s personal 
bodyguard, former FBI Special Agent Bill 
Barry, was not armed either. According to a 
1971 LAPD Board of Inquiry report that fo- 
cused on the procedures followed by De- 
Wayne Wolfer, the Scientific Investigation 
Division officer who headed the crime scene 
examination, “The only other person (be- 
sides Sirhan and Cesar) displaying a gun in- 
side the pantry was Security Officer Jack 
Merritt." Merritt, however, reportedly en- 
tered the crime scene after the shooting. 

Theoretically, the firing of another gun 
besides Sirhan’s at the Ambassador might 
have been accidental, defensive or sinister; 
it would be a mistake to rush to quick or 
simplistic judgments concerning the origin 
of additional assassination gunshots. The 
importance and complexity of this matter 
demand that it be examined impartially by a 
reconstituted official investigation. 

—Dan E. Moldea 


